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US HUMAN RIGHTS NETWORK PHILADELPHIA 
HUMAN RIGHTS TRIBUNAL
Human Rights Testimony Guide


Your story matters! And it deserves to be told! Join us for the Human Rights Tribunal being held on Saturday, September 17, 2016, at 5pm, Folk Arts-Culture Treasures (FACTS) Charter School 1023 Callowhill Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123, to share your story of racial discrimination, immigrant detention and struggling for worker’s rights, the right to an adequate standard of living, housing, education, the right to family, the right to water, and other human rights violations in the region.  

The US Human Rights Network (USHRN) along with the local host committee Juntos, 1Love Movement, and the Philadelphia Student Union will convene a People’s Human Rights Tribunal to hear and document the testimonies of  Philadelphia and surrounding area residents whose basic human rights are being denied through the actions (or in actions) of government. The tribunal is open to the public.

During the Tribunal, community members will offer public testimonies in front of a panel of distinguished Human Rights Experts that will listen and respond to their stories.[footnoteRef:1] These oral testimonies, and submitted written testimonies, will be included in a forthcoming report on human rights violations in the United States. Where relevant and timely, they will also be submitted to international mechanisms that the United States is party to. [1: * If you prefer to give your testimony in private, please let us know.] 


Testimony Guidelines

To help you prepare for your testimony, we have developed some simple guidelines and questions to focus your story and assist in making sure your message is heard. 

· Time limit: No more than 3-5 minutes. You will need to focus on one or two key elements of your story. 
· Format of Testimony: Spend the bulk of your time describing the impact of the violation and the effect(s) it has/had on you, your family, and others in your community who you know to be having similar experiences. Be sure also to point to who you know or think is responsible for committing the violation and your recommendations for addressing the problem. Below is a list of questions to answer in your testimony:
· Elements to include in your story [questionnaire]:
1. Name

2. Residence or Neighborhood

3. Organization (if applicable)

4. Contact Information - Email address & Phone Number [for written testimony only]

5. Human Rights Violation Statement:

a. Identify the human right(s) violated and whether the violation happened to you, your family, your community, co-worker, etc.

b. Identify the violator(s) (i.e., governmental agency, department, official, corporation, etc).

c. State the duration of the human rights violation(s). How long did it last? Is it still on-going?

d. Describe the circumstances of the human rights violation(s) (i.e. what happened or is happening?). What has been the impact on you, your family, community, etc?

e. What, if anything, has been done to remedy this violation to this point? 

f. What are your demands? What remedies do you suggest?

If you would prefer to provide a written testimony, please complete the above elements to include in your story questionnaire and email it to rlandy@ushrnetwork.org. We welcome and encourage submission of both oral and written testimony.

For more information on the hearing, visit: www.ushrnetwork.org/events/2016-regional-member-meeting-human-rights-tribunal

For questions contact Rebecca Landy: rlandy@ushrnetwork.org or 646-762-9675

www.ushrnetwork.org
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